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EDUCATION NEWS  
 
 
The attempt to partner with IRSC 
and hold Americaôs Boating Course  
at the college  for $79.00 produced 
6 student registrants and 6 gradu-
ates, with 2 new members. Please, 
letôs give a warm welcome to our 
new members and affiliate. 
 
The next attempt to offer the ABC  
class 12 October at the Manatee 
Center for $15.00  will produce 
results forthcoming. 
 
An attempt to offer Seamanship  
9 November $249.00 at the college 
results forthcoming. 
 
Anyone interested in additional 
power squadron advanced courses, 
any elective courses, or seminars 
that can be offered; must submit 
your request  for scheduling. Any 
and all course scheduling is offered 
on demand.  
 
You have boating questions . . . . .  
We have boating Answers   

 

Story featured on pages 4 and 5 by Bill and Barbara Vermiglio 

WELCOME ABOARD  

 

New Members  
 

Charles Monast  

Robert Lemay  
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PORT ST LUCIE 

POWER SQUADRON 

BRIDGE 
 

COMMANDER 
Cdr Donald P. Widmayer, Jr., AP 

(772) 359-2132 
Commander@portstlucieps.com 

 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Lt/C Daniel Buck, P 
(772) 466-3129 

executiveofficer@portstlucieps.com 

 
EDUCATIONAL OFFICER  
Lt/C George A. Hehner, JN 

(772) 879-7919 
educationalofficer@portstlucieps.com 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

Lt/C Ann R. Boeckler, S 
(772) 335-8011 

administrativeofficer@portstlucieps.com 

 
SECRETARY 

Lt/C Myrna Rosen 
(772) 340-7440 

secretary@portstlucieps.com 

 
TREASURER 

Lt/C Stanley DeVoe, AP 
(772) 337-9844 

treasurer@portstlucieps.com 

 
All correspondence should be 

addressed to the relevant bridge 
member at: 

 
Port St. Lucie Power Squadron  

P.O. Box 7484  
Port St. Lucie, FL 34985  

 
 

 
EDITOR 

Lt Diane Di Maio, P 
(772) 466-3129 

dianedimaio@earthlink.net 

The CHANNEL MARKER is published six times annually by the Port St. Lucie Power Squadron, 

PO Box 7484, Port St. Lucie, FL 34985: a unit of the United States Power Squadrons Sail and 

Power Boating.  Submissions may be sent to the editor.  All articles appearing in this paper are 

assumed to represent the opinion of the author and are not  to be considered as reflecting the 

policy of USPS® or the Port St. Lucie Squadron unless so designated. 

 

Do you have an article of interest that you would like to see in the next  

issue of the Channel Marker?  

If so, please contact the editor before the next  

CHANNEL MARKER DEADLINE ON  

15 November 2010  

PLEASE SEND ALL ARTICLES AND INFO TO THE EDITOR: 

Lt Diane Di Maio, P  
dianedimaio@earthlink.net  

(772) 466-3129 

The 24-26 September 2010, District 8 Fall Conference  held at the 

Marriot in Boca Raton  was fun and educational. 

Those attending From PSLPS were as follows: 

 

Stf/C Al Bruhin, SN and his spouse Patricia 

P/D/C Malischka Dunlap, AP 

P/C Mark Rosen, AP 

Lt/C Daniel Buck, P 

Lt Diane Di Maio, P 

P/D/C Marlene Herbig, SN 

ñSee the Seaò 

Contest  

Winner  

Judy Doyle 



 

 

 

Boating  

is  

funé 

 

weõll 

show  

you  

how  

 

COMMANDERõS MESSAGE 
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Optimism: the tendency to believe, expect, or hope that things will turn out 

well. The attitude of somebody who feels positive or confident. 

There are signs now for optimism! More people are being hired at recent job 

fairs. The more people that are hired and have a job, the more they will spend 

and the more they spend means an improving economy.  In my business, 

teaching students real estate so they can acquire a real estate license, I have 

seen an increase in the total numbers of students this year over last year. That 

is good news! Both our engines on our boat are still running. That is really good 

news. Our squadron has been in the black financially for most of the year!! We 

are teaching new students safe boating again and gaining a few more new 

members. This is good news as well. 

How can one not be optimistic with all this good news floating around. Of 

ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǿ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ 

hurricanes in our area. Boaters like me really like that news.  There is a 

renewed spirit within our squadron concerning our optimistic future. We are 

coming up on a new year soon and a new watch beginning in February.  We 

ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ ŦŀŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΩǎ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƻ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

assist our other bridge members in the future. Some of our bridge members 

have served multiple terms over the years and need a break. If you can find the 

time and desire to make a difference, please let us know. We would love to 

have you either volunteer at an upcoming event or be on the bridge next year. 

You can contact me at don@split-decision.us or call me at 772-359-2132 with 

any questions. 

I would like to commend Dan Buck for an outstanding job teaching the most 

recent ABC course at IRSC. He has really put in a lot of his time to make this 

class work. Your support and praise goes a long way to keeping the desire and 

ŘǊƛǾŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ 5ŀƴΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ 

next time you see him. 

Now that Fall is here and many of our members are back in town, we can now 

look forward to more on the water boating activities. Jann and I look forward 

ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǘ ŀ ǊŀŦǘ ǳǇ ƻǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΦ 

Remember-stay optimistic. It just makes you feel better. 

Don Widmayer 

Commander 

 

Weôre on the web: 
 

www.portstlucieps.com  

mailto:don@split-decision.us


Page 4 Channel Marker October-November  2010 

CRUISE ON THE ERIE CANAL 
 

Barbara and Bill Vermiglio 
 
 

 
In late June 2010 we took our Bayliner Ciera 2855 on a cruise up the Hudson River to the Erie Canal. Our 
daughter, granddaughter and their little Maltese were with us most of the way. 
 
The trip began at our home port of Lavallette, NJ.  We traveled north to the head of Barnegat Bay, then  
through the Point Pleasant canal into the Manasquan River.  We went out the Manasquan Inlet into a calm 
Atlantic for the 50 mile trip to the Verrazano Narrows Bridge and NY Harbor.  In two hours we were taking 
photos of Lady Liberty.  Our Bayliner cruises at 20-25 mph and sheôs named Anatini times 5 since she is five 
times faster than our original Anatini, a 32ô sailboat. 
 
We fueled at Liberty Landing Marina and headed up the Hudson past the Manhattan skyline.  We passed the 
rocky Palisades and George Washington and Tappan Zee Bridges.  The Hudson is beautiful.  We went under 
many other bridges and past West Point, where the river narrows and depths reach 200 feet. 
 
Late that afternoon we reached the first lock on the Hudson at Troy, NY, just north of Albany.  Beyond the 
lock the river splits into the Champlain Canal to the north and the Erie Canal to the west.  We turned west to-
ward Waterford, which is the official beginning of the Erie Canal.  There we met Bob Kassal and Gail Mitchell 
on Chateau de Mer.  Dockage with electric was free.  After drinks on the boat we all went into town for dinner.  
We had to leave the next morning but they stayed for a few more days. 
 
Just west of Waterford there is a series of 5 locks in the first 1.5 miles.  They raised Anatini 150 feet.  Transit-
ing the locks requires some effort.  Ropes hang from the walls and there is some turbulence as the water 
comes in.  Our crew, daughter and granddaughter, held on to the ropes while the captain moved the boat 
slightly forward and aft to ease the tension. 
 
When the canal was built it was the main commercial barge route from Chicago and the mid-west to NYC.  
Today the locks are only used for recreational boaters.   The lock masters are very friendly and they always 
asked how far we were going.   They would call ahead so the next lock would be ready on our arrival.  We 
frequently tied up at locks and town docks with free docks and electric.  We were always able to run the A/C 
on those terribly hot nights.  There also are many full service town and private marinas along the way.  The 
rate is usually $1.00/foot.  We alternated between the free and full service marinas. 
 
On the eastern section of the canal, the towns are small with little to offer but folks are friendly and the Mo-
hawk River was lovely.  We saw a double rainbow, a bald eagle and a family of skunks along with many 
ducks and geese.  We traveled west for 3 ½ days, as far as Little Falls, where we went through the highest 
lock of 40 feet. 
 
On the return trip our crew left at Waterford, where our daughter had her car.  That night we stayed at the 
Troy Town Docks.  We met Bo and Don Tonelli there, from PSL, aboard the trawler Seaweed.  Drinks on the 
boat and dinner at an adjacent restaurant made for a great evening.  The next morning we took a walk into 
town for breakfast.  It was then time to start down the Hudson for home. 
 
We recommend the trip but boaters should expect the locks to be a little tiring.  Our extra crew was greatly 
appreciated.  We returned to Lavallette after ten days on the water, and again we were lucky to have a beau-
tiful day on the ocean along the NJ coastline. 
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