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o Mayor Christensen proclaims National Safe Boating
7 Week for Port Saint Lucie. Attendees at City Councill
Meeting accepting the proclamation were Lt/C Daniel
Buck, Lt/C George and Ursula Hehner, Lt Diane Di
. Maio and CO David Ladomirak of the US Coast Guaj
o Station Fort Pierce. We are honored that CO David
e, Ladomirak could stand with us and thank him for hi
support recognizing National Safe Boating Week 2010.
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Great photos from the

2010 USPS District 8
Spring Conference

By: D/Lt Art Dodd, SN

Our New D/C Lena Parsons, JN & Bridge

Squadron

in Boca Raton.
LT to RT

Cdr Don Widmayer
Lt/C Dan Buck, XO

Do you have an article of interest that you would like to see in the
next

issue of the Channel Marker?
If so, please contact the editor before the next

CHANNEL MARKER DEADLINE ON

July 15, 2010
PLEASE SEND ALL ARTICLES AND INFO TO THE EDITOR:

Lt Diane Di Maio, P
dianedimaio@earthlink.net

(772) 466-3129

The CHANNEL MARKER is published six times annually by the Port St. Lucie Power
Squadron, PO Box 7484, Port St. Lucie, FL 34985: a unit of the United States Power
Squadrons Sail and Power Boating. Submissions may be sent to the editor. All articles
appearing in this paper are assumed to represent the opinion of the author and are not
to be considered as reflecting the policy of USPS® or the Port St. Lucie Squadron
unless so designated.

Pagg

We attended the US Power

District 8 Spring Conference

Lt/C George Hehner, SEO,


mailto:dianedimaio@comcast.net
mailto:dianedimaio@comcast.net
mailto:dianedimaio@comcast.net
http://www.flickr.com/photos/artdodd52/sets/72157624013829728
http://www.flickr.com/photos/artdodd52/sets/72157624013829728
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The future of our Squadron and USPS depend on dedicated volunteers who promote
the mission of USPS. The other determining factor is whether the public desires what
we have to offer.

Below is the mission of USPS taken right off their website:

AOrganized in 1914, USPS is a nonprofit, educ
boating safer and more enjoyable by teaching classes in seamanship, navigation and re-

lated subjects. Our members are boating families who contribute to their communities by

promoting safe boating through education. We enjoy participating with our fellow mem-

bers on the water and in the classroom. 0

When | first became commander, many members desired more activities, so ac-
tivities were added. Many new activities included on the water fun, such as raft-ups
and poker runs. We have the activities, but we are lacking now in the education depart-
ment. The question is; AHow can we educate mo
ber of members who have stated that our squadron is possibly on the wrong track or
moving in the wrong direction, meaning that we are more interested as a group in hav-
ing a social organization instead of an educational organization. The bridge is respon-
sible for maintaining a proper balance, but this can be a difficult task. The squadron
has to change as a whole to provide what the public desires; otherwise we are only
serving our own interest. Our squadron has tried on many occasions to offer the ABC
course to the public. We have offered it free, at a reasonable charge, and at a higher
rate to no avail. We have even teamed up with the local State College, IRSC to hold
the classes at their school. So far, we haven
way to get the word out that we offer this great safe boating class!

Financially, our squadron is in excellent shape. Should we spend more of our
money promoting these courses, even if it cost us more than we take in? Should we be
offering grants to students? Should we be more active in the community promoting
safe boating? The answer to these questions is a resounding yes! Another challenge is
having enough volunteers who are passionate about these community activities and
are willing to step up and take the lead on these tasks. One issue is that many of the
bridge members and general members have given many hours of their time over the
years and are worn out, ready to step back an
many left to step up to the plate. We need new members and new volunteers with
drive and enthusiasm to direct our squadron ahead over the next ten or twenty years.

As your commander, | dondét have a crystal
turn our educational program around. | do believe that it may just take a renewed
commitment to spend more money promoting what we do. Should we spend some of
our funds to promote boating education courses to fulfill our mission or just keep it in
the bank? That is the question. It is up to our members to decide. We need your feed-
back. What do you think it will take to move forward? What are your ideas?

Don Widmayer
Commander
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Executive Officers Report
Lt /C Daniel Buck, P

Log-on with your
certificate number
and.zip-code.

PRO-LOG

AcCCeSS

News you can use:

Use these useful links by
logging onto the specified QA
site.

SailAngle.com

Qil:Spillin the Gulf?

Dave Hinders reports

In troubled TimesASKA-PRO

fraileringhourioat
T Ulsr



http://www.sailangle.com/news/details/id/3302
http://www.sailangle.com/news/details/id/3290
http://www.sailangle.com/email/read/page/1/id/88393
http://www.sailangle.com/email/read/page/1/id/1073
http://www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/ClassicYacht/USPSPROLOG80509/2009092102
http://www.usps.org/newpublic2/gateway.htm
http://www.usps.org/newpublic2/camp.htm
http://onthewatertraining.info/
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/trailering.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/gps_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/anchoring.htm
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Boating
IS
f une

National Safe Boating
Week 22128 May 2010

WEOGRE ON THE WEB:

WWW.PORTSTLUCIEPS.COM

ONTHEWATERTRAINING.INFO



http://WWW.PORTSTLUCIEPS.COM
http://onthewatertraining.info/
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EDUCATION NEWS

Kristi and Spencer Anderson from the Sebastian Inlet Sail & Power Squadron,
presented the Paddle Smart Seminar at the district meeting. It was an
outstanding presentation. Kristi and Spencer brought a great deal of equipment
with them and spent a lot of time talking about processes, procedures and
safety. They showed the proper way to enter a kayak and canoe and how to
properly launce them without risk to the boater or the boat. They also explained
the differences in types of kayaks and where they are used. There were a
number of experienced paddlers in the room as well as novice paddlers so the
interchange of information was very interesting and informative. At the end of
the session some of the experienced paddlers indicated that even
though they had been paddling for years there was some material
in the seminar that they were not aware of. It was a very well
presented and useful seminar. | am glad that | attended.

Stf/C Al Bruhin, SN

George Hehner, SEO

No matter how many years | have on the water (over 65) and
how many mil es | have steered
run aground at the Cross Roads where the St. Lucie Inlet and the ICW meet.

My excuse is that the water was filthy brown and could not be read visually, the
tide was falling, the current was screaming and my depth sounder quit. In
addition, the channel markers are continuously relocated and the chart (#
11428-3) is overfilled with data in this area making it difficult to interpret.

Remember the rule is red right return to Texas for ICW markers. My pet peeve
Is the size of the ICW symbols on the nuns, cans and day marks. A small yellow
square or triangle does not serve me well when | have dried salt spray on the
windshield.

So here | am, west bound through the inlet and looking for a green can with a

yellow ICW square so | can turn south on the ICW. And there itis. | make a

hard |l eft turn and within seconds | am
is the green can for the ICW going to Lake Okeechobee. | have already passed

the southbound ICW. Fortunately | am at idle speed and just polish the props. |

see another sign and as | get closer it reads in small letters SHOAL AREA. No
arrows, just SHOAL AREA. Well now | know where | am.



Channel Marker

Junguly 2010

Pageé

Schedule of Events

Meeting

June 2010
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat .
9 June 2010, Time 1900
! 2 s ! ° Exec. Committee Meeting
Contact
Lt/C Ann Boeckler, S
6 7 8 9 1900 10 11 12 (772) 3358011
Executive
Committee .
Meeting 23 June 201Q Time 1800
. General Meeting
13 o 15 16 17 18 19 & Dinner Contact
ay Lt/C Ann Boeckler, S
Fl (772) 3358011
z ) = 22 23 1800 24 25
7 - Generg;
pad W, Meeting & 26 June 2010 Full Moon
Faicre sy g, mMeY RaftUp
Su
27 2 29 30
4 July 2010 RaftUp
14 July 2010, Time 1900
J u |y 20 10 Exec_utlve Committee
- Meeting Contact
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat | yc Ann Boeckler, S
1 2 3 (772) 3358011
& ﬁ 5 6 7 8 9 10
v
4 ‘”u
11 12 13 14 1900 15 16 17 No General Meeting in
Executive
Committee JUly and August
Meeting
District 8 Fall Conference
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 in Boca Raton 226
September 2010
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
NO
General




Page

Junduly 2010

Channel Marker




I~

/ﬂMJfﬂJCrm ﬂJIﬂJWark na Rosen's

The third annual pig roast of the Port St. Lucie Power Squad-
ron was held once again at the home of Mark & Myrna Rosen. We had
23 people attend. Each person brought a cover dish. The weather was
nice sunny Florida day. Once again we would like to thank our chefs
Ken Mazur and Jim Nimmo. A good time was had by all.

By Myrna Rosen l
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He!lp me! They .n“\, \
qding to cook me! RN
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t FRrIDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 2010

1400-1645 USPS® Registration
1500-1630 Fall Council
1845-2230 Reception/Cash Bar
1930-2230 “See the Sea” Party
SATURDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 2010

Uniform D or suitable attire
Palm Beach Café

Public Relations The Channel to Success
Operations Training Seminar

0800-0900
0800-1230

0830-1030
0900-1100

Educational Seminar Subject TBA

Cooperative Charting An Overview

1000-1130 Membership
Involvement & Retention  Keeping Members

DB2000 oOD-2, Merit Mark Submissions & Roster

Reach your New Member Goal

1000-1200
1030-1230 Re-Certify as an Instructor (ID is a pre-requisite)
1400-1600 Conference

1845-2300
1930-2300

Reception/Cash Bar
Banquet Uniform A with bow tie or suitable attire.

SUNDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 2010
USPS Casual or suitable attire

0900-1200 Squadron Officers Meeting
0900-1200 Educational Department Meeting

Junguly 2010

DIﬁ‘RICT 8 FALL CONFERENCE 24 - 26 SEPTEMBER, 2010
) (ﬁj@) Marriott at Boca Center, 5150 Town Center Cir Boca Raton FL 33486

) | Room Rate: $112.00 (including Buffet Breakfast) Deadline for Rate - 10 September 2010
Call: 1-888-888-3780 Online: www.marriott.com/pbibr Group Code: SQASQAA

FRIDAY EVENING “SEE THE SEA”: Plated $ 42.50

Classic Caesar Salad
with Garlic Toasted Croutons

Choice of Entrée:

Grilled Tilapia Pan Seared Chicken Breast
with Pineapple Mango Relish with Lemon, Capers,
Oven Dried Tomatoes

Roasted Redskin Potatoes
Chef’s Seasonal Fresh Vegetables

Choice of Dessert:
Key Lime Pie Fresh Fruit Tart

Dress as ANYTHING on or under the Sea!
Prizes for Unique Costumes

SATURDAY BANQUET: Plated $ 42.50

Mixed Greens with Cucumbers, Tomatoes, Carrots.
Served with Balsamic Vinaigrette Dressing

Choice of Entrée:
Almond Crusted Herb Roasted
Chicken Florida Pork Loin

with Orange Beurre Blanc

Roasted Fingerling Potatoes
Chef’s Seasonal Fresh Vegetables

with Red Onion Compote

Choice of Dessert:
Lemon Cream Cake Chocolate Mousse Cake
With Fresh Berries with Chocolate Sauce

Uniform A with bow tie or suitable attire

Complete and mail reservation form to: P/D/Lt/C John A Belkengren, AP, 1415 Truman Ave, Key West FL 33040
Note: Meal reservations and check must be received by 17 September 2010

DISTRICT 8 FALL CONFERENCE MEAL RESERVATION

ARE YOU A
FIRST
TIMER?

$42.50 $42.50

Please CIRCLE choice of one Entrée and one Dessert

Fish OR Chicken Chicken OR Pork
Key Lime OR Fruit Tart | Lemon OR Chocolate
Fish OR Chicken Chicken OR Pork

Key Lime OR Fruit Tart | Lemon OR Chocolate

Fish OR Chicken Chicken OR Pork
Key Lime OR Fruit Tart | Lemon OR Chocolate
Fish OR Chicken Chicken OR Pork

Lemon OR Chocolate

Key Lime OR Fruit Tart

I enclose a check (made payable to District 8) for |$

SQUADRON:

| EMAIL: [

Pag#0
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D Ha Birthda 2
=) PPY Y &
June Birthdays July Birthdays
&dward Neel 06/27 Al Bruhin 07/09

Mi c hael D6 Addar i
Joseph Butera Jr. 07/22

Ann Boeckler 07/28

Helen DeVoe 07/28

ADVERTISING Help sale this

space. Thanks

The Channel Marker will print
fFor S advegtising with a

donation of $5.00 for a
classified ad and $10.00 for a
business card ad.
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BLESSING OF THE FLEET

Do you think itds possible to have an arrange
trouble? Do you want to have someone up there watching over you while boating? Do you want

to have a good time on the water in a parade with many other boaters? If so, then you should
take part in the annual fnblessing of the flee

Each March various yacht clubs and other boating organizations in Port St. Lucie and Stuart
assemble in the north fork of the St. Lucie R
rade. Each club assembles in an assigned portion of the-rivaually from about Harbor

Ridge southward- and anchors there to await the start of the parade. . Also each club has

been told in advance which club they are to follow in the parade.

This year, as happens almost every year, the wind was blowigg kBots. Anchoring was

very challenging, with few boats even attempting to put out the hook. | remembered from the
previous year-heavy wind that year alse that my anchor would not hold. All the boats in my
yacht c¢club, Saints and Sinners Yacht Club, di
start of the parade. In my fAmillingo | found
Newsletter Editor Diane Di Maio and they were ANCHORED! How did they do that, | mused?

The parade started at 1230 hours, right on time, with the St. Lucie River Power Squadron han-

dling all he chores of getting the clubs started and in line. There was constant chatter on the
VHF--wher eds the club we are to follow? Wher ed
disorganized some of the participants sound on the radio, SLRPS had it under control. Well

done, SLRPS. The clergy on the review boat blessed each boat in the fleet as we passed in sin-

gle file.

Did the blessing help? Absolutely! My boat is giving me no trouble at all. And | solved my
problem of anchoring. Recently | was unabl e
poker run. After several attempts | finally realized that the arelsupplied by the dealer

from whom | bought the boat-was just too small. It was just a lunch hook. In a storage locker

on board we had a larger anchor that had been on our previous boat, a Regal cruiser . | took the
shackle off the little anchor, attached it to the larger anchor, put out the anchor with 50 feet of
scope. It held-no dragging!

Some may think thatds not a blessing. I do.

Stan DeVoe, AP
Port St. Lucie Power Squadron
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General Meeting 28 April 2010 held at George and
Ur sula Hehner'sd Home. A Pi z

Next Pizza Party wil/ b e 23 J

Come and join all of us for a great social time and meet-
ing.
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3rd Annual
Poker Run
1 May 2010






