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All correspondence should be 

addressed to the relevant bridge 
member at: 

 
Port St. Lucie Power Squadron  

P.O. Box 7484  
Port St. Lucie, FL 34985  

 
EDITOR 

Lt Marlene Herbig, SN 
(772) 388-0852 

editor@portstlucieps.com 

The CHANNEL MARKER is published six times annually by the Port St. Lucie Power Squadron, 

PO Box 7484, Port St. Lucie, FL 34985: a unit of the United States Power Squadrons Sail and 

Power Boating.  Submissions may be sent to the editor.  All articles appearing in this paper are 

assumed to represent the opinion of the author and are not  to be considered as reflecting the 

policy of USPS® or the Port St. Lucie Squadron unless so designated. 

 

You are cordially invited to 

 

Do you have an article of interest that you would like to see in the next  

issue of the Channel Marker?  

If so, please contact the editor before the next  

CHANNEL MARKER DEADLINE ON  

15 January 2010  

PLEASE SEND ALL ARTICLES AND INFO TO THE EDITOR: 

Lt Marlene Herbig, SN  
(mherbig19@comcast.net)  

(772) 388-0852 



 

Holiday  

Social  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

1730 (5:30pm)  
 

13 December 2009  
 
 

At the home of  
George and Ursula Hehner  

1351 Coral Reef Street 
Port St. Lucie, FL 

 

Bring a Covered Dish  
Coordinate food with Ann Boeckler 

at (772) 335-8011. 
 

Beer, wine, soft drinks and mixers 
supplied.  Other drinks are BYOB. 

 

Gift Exchange Game  
(Do NOT spend more than $10) 

 
For additional information 
Contact Ann Boeckler at  

(772) 335-8011 

COMMANDERõS MESSAGE 
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As we close out 2009 with this final issue of the Channel Marker, I am 
challenged with a final message to you, our members.  I know most of 
you are becoming very busy preparing for the upcoming holidays.  Other 
than the Christmas party with St Lucie River Power Squadron,  we are 
done with activities for this year. If you can afford to participate and take 
part in this Christmas party, I urge you to RSVP as soon as you can. It 
should be great fun. 
 

I also want to praise Marlene Herbig for an outstanding job as editor of 
the Channel Marker. Marlene's patience with us is also to be 
commended. Many of us on the bridge including myself have missed 
deadlines for the Channel Marker and Marlene just keeps sending us 
reminders to send her the info she requested so she can complete our 
great newsletter. It is very difficult to publish a newsletter without input 
from it's members. The layout and design are great and now with most 
of the members receiving their newsletter electronically, it has saved our 
squadron many dollars on postage and printing cost which Marlene 
has absorbed to some degree. No one but Marlene knows how much 
the newsletter has cost exactly, but I know the squadron has not paid all 
the cost associated with the Channel Marker because Marlene hasn't 
asked to be reimbursed for all expenses. Unfortunately Marlene is 
retiring as our editor and now we need to fill this position as soon as 
possible. If you are familiar with Microsoft Publisher and are willing to 
work on our Channel Marker and  publish it at least six times a year and 
are patient with those who you request input from, then you could be our 
next editor. Please let one of us on the bridge know of your interest. 
Thank you again Marlene for all that you have contributed to our 
squadron over the years. 
 

On a personal note - Jann and I have closed on our house and are now 
full time live-aboard's on our boat Split Decision (a 36 foot catamaran 
made by PDQ). We are staying at the Nettle's Island Marina in Jensen 
Beach. So far, so good. We rented storage space for stuff we are not 
ready to part with and are now reorganizing our boat for the 20th time 
attempting to make room for our daily stuff that we have to have. We are 
also building new cabinets to create new storage space. Our "to do list" 
is growing exponentially and we seem to be adding more to the list than 
we are completing, but I guess when you work full time as we both do, it 
just takes longer to get things done. Our cats keep trying to escape and 
make it a game of chase and bribe. A few treats, and they are back on 
the boat. They just love to explore like us and I don't blame them. One of 
the strangest sensations occurs after a night of rocking and rolling, I get 
on solid ground and I feel like I am still moving. I am glad this doesn't 
happen too often.  We are both happy to live on our boat and have been 
wanting to move aboard for a number of years.  We now have the 
chance and it is great.  It is truly a different life style, but a good one for 
us. 
 

Enjoy the holidays and stay safe. Let's have some fun next year and 
learn a few new things. See you on the horizon! 
 

Don Widmayer, Jr., AP 
Commander 

 

Weôre on the web: 
 

www.portstlucieps.com  



EDUCATION NEWS by D/Lt/C Al Bruhin, SN 
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USPS University is here 

with new programs targeted 
to a range of boaters and 

types of boating. The 
hallmark of this concept is 

the Seminar Series. These 
short seminars are targeted 
to specific topics and needs 
with a two-hour format, and 
valuable take-away guides.  

 
Each seminar provides 

credits toward the soon to 
be released Boat Operator 
Certification program, and 

credit toward elective 
courses. 

 
These seminars are 

available now: 
 

Advanced Powerboat 
Handling  

 

Anchoring  
 

Basic Coastal Navigation  
 

Boat Handling under Power  
 

How to Use a Chart  
 

Hurricanes and Boats  
 

Knots, Bends and Hitches  
 

Marine RADAR  
 

Mariner's Compass  
 

Mastering the Rules of the 
Road  

 

Onboard Weather 
Forecasting  

 

Paddle Smart  
 

Partner in Command  
 

Sail Trim and Rig Tuning  
 

Trailering Your Boat  
 

Using GPS  
 

Using VHF & VHF/DSC  
Marine Radio  

 

December 2009ñJanuary 2010 

Now is the perfect time to take a course.  In addition to the knowledge gained, 
you have the opportunity to win a prize. 
 

Prizes for completing courses in 2009 and 2010  
 

The Educational Department has received a grant from the USPS Educational 
Fund that rewards squadron members for taking advanced courses.  A 
competition in each of several course categories is being offered and prizes 
will be awarded via a drawing of all students that successfully complete the 
course by passing the final exam.  The contest began 1 July 2009 and ends 
30 June 2010.  The awards will be announced and presented at the Seattle 
Governing Board, 30 August ï 4 September 2010. 
 

Seamanship   VHF Handheld     3 will be awarded 
Piloting   GPS                     3 will be awarded 
Advanced Piloting  Navigation Software   1 will be awarded 
Junior Navigation  Chart Plotter       3 will be awarded 
Weather   Barometer           3 will be awarded 
Marine Electronics  Multimeter           3 will be awarded 
Engine Maintenance  Multimeter           3 will be awarded 
 

A Flyer describing the program can be downloaded from: 
http://www.usps.org/national/eddept/files/stimulus_eddept_flyer.pdf 
 

If you are interested in any of these courses, please contact George Hehner, 
JN at (772) 879-7919. 
 

 
The latest additions to the USPS University Seminar Series are now available: 
 

Partner in Command  
 

This seminar provides an introduction to boating for crew 
members who need basic information and who may or may 
not have taken a boating course. It is designed to provide 
essential information one may require to assist a skipper in 
the safe operation of a recreational boat. Included in the 
seminar are actions in response to emergencies. This 
seminar includes a text. A Knot Board will be useful to 
practice tying knots. 

 

Mastering the Rules of the Road  
 

This seminar provides an explanation with examples of 
the 37 Rules of the Road for both the U.S. Inland Rules 
and the International Rules (COLREGS). It simplifies the 
sometimes complex law relating to boat operation for the 
recreational boater. It is a starting point for study 
preparation for the USCG License examination. This 
seminar includes McGraw-Hill's The One Minute Guide 
to the Nautical Rules of the Road by Charlie Wing and 
Student Notes with slides. 

USPS SEMINARS 

http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/adv_powerboat_hand_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/adv_powerboat_hand_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/anchoring.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/basic_coastal_nav.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/boat_hand_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/chart_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/hurricanes.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/knots.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/radar_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/mariners_compass.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/master_rules.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/master_rules.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/wx_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/wx_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/paddlesmart_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/pic.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/sail_trim_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/trailering.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/gps_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/vhf_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars/vhf_sem.htm
http://www.usps.org/national/eddept/files/stimulus_eddept_flyer.pdf
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 

10 11 12 13        1900 

Exec Com 
Mtg 

14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27         1800 

Annual Mtg 
& Dinner 

28 29 30       1700 
FULL 

MOON 
RAFT UP 

31       

December 2009  

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5    1700 
BOAT 

PARADE 
RAFT UP 

6 7 8 9          1900 

Exec Com 
Mtg 

10 11 12 

 

13        1730 

Holiday 
Social 

14 15 16 17 
CHRISTMAS  

PARTY 
with SLRPS 

18 19 

20 21 22 23        24 25 26 

 

27 

 
28 29 30 31   

January 2010  

Schedule of Events 

* 5 DEC 2009, TIME: 1700                            

Boat Parade Raft Up            

East of Marker 15 and    

South of Evans Crary Br.                           

Contact Don Widmayer               

(772) 359-2132 

 

* 9 DEC 2009, TIME: 1900 

Exec. Com Meeting           

Contact Ann Boeckler       

(772) 335-8011 

 

* 13 DEC 2009, TIME: 1730                               

Holiday Social at the 

Hehnersô                                

Contact Ann Boeckler       

(772) 335-8011   See page 3.                        

 

* 17 DEC 2009, TIME: 1800 

Christmas Party w/SLRPS 

Details on page 2. 

 

* NO GENERAL MEETING IN 

DECEMBER 

 

* 13 JAN 2010, TIME: 1900       

Exec. Com Meeting                  

Contact Ann Boeckler               

(772) 335-8011  

 

* 27 JAN 2010, TIME: 1800     

Annual Meeting & Dinner     

Contact Ann Boeckler                 

(772) 335-8011 

 

* 30 JAN 2010, TIME:  1700                              

Full Moon Raft Up                

South of Club Med on North 

Fork of St Lucie River                  

Contact Don Widmayer       

(772) 359-2132 

SUPER BOWL PARTY 
1700 (5:00PM) on 7 February 2010  

At the Rosenôs, 6130 NW Duke Circle, Port St. Lucie  
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General Membership 

Meeting and Dinner 
 

28 October 2009  
at Applebeeôs 

 
Photos by Diane DiMaio, P 
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STUART AIR SHOW RAFT UP by Diane DiMaio, P 
 

On the Anatini, Barbara and William Vermiglioôs boat, were Daniel Buck, Diane 
DiMaio, Steve and Diane Woodman and Diane's brother, Mark Featherman and two 
friends of the Vermiglioôs, Nancy and Richard.  Stan DeVoe was on his Nautic 
Star.  The Schnapps owners, George and Ursula Hehner had Ray Nicholson, new 
members Jerry and Maureen Elgert, and Ann Boeckler aboard.   Bob Kassal on his 
Chateau De Mer took out Ted and Melody Purser, Gayle Mitchell, Sherry and 
Charlie Ulrich, Delores and Ed Neel, and Barbara  and Don Tonelli. 
 

We had such a great day.  All the boats had tons of delicious foods for 
all.  We laughed, told stories, and watched the magnificent Air 
Show.  What a rare treat.  Even the bird flying had fun. 
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PORT ST. LUCIE POWER SQUADRON 
 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING  

Wednesday, 28 January 2010 at 1800 (6:00PM)  

Norrisôs, 6598 S. US Highway 1, Port St. Lucie 

 
Meeting following dinner  

 

Proposed Slate for 2010 -2011 Watch year  
 

In accordance with Article 11, section 11.1 of the bylaws of Port. St. Lucie Power Squadron, the 
Nominating Committee hereby nominates the following members for election to office in the 
2010/2011 squadron year: 
 
Commander             Cdr Don Widmayer, Jr., AP 
Executive Officer              Lt/C Daniel Buck, P 
Educational Officer                 Lt/C George Hehner, JN 
Administrative Officer                      Lt/C Ann Boeckler, S 
Secretary                        Myrna Rosen 
Treasurer             Lt/C Stan DeVoe, AP 
 
Executive Committee Members at Large  
P/C Mark Rosen, AP (most recent PC willing to serve); D/Lt/C Al Bruhin, SN; D/C Malischka Dunlap, 
AP; Gerry Elgert; P/C Ken Mazur, P and one Vacancy. 
 
Audit Committee  
3 year term             P/C Ray Clarke, AP 
 
Nominating Committee  
3 year term           Vacant 
 
Rules Committee   
3 year term           Vacant 
 
Should the membership desire to place other names to nomination they may do so as provided for in 
the squadron bylaws, article 11, section 11.1 which states that no other person shall be eligible for 
election unless by petition signed by five active members in good standing and filed with the secretary 
at least fifteen (15) days before the date of the election. 
 
      Nominating Committee  
      P/C Mark Rosen AP, Chairman 
      P/C Ray Clarke, AP 



Myrna Rosen    01/12 

Wesley Good   01/15 

Tom Albanese   01/25 

Barbara Vermiglio   01/29 

Allen Keidong   12/07 

Diane Woodman   12/16 

Don Widmayer   12/25 

Marlene Herbig   12/30 
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December Birthdays  January Birthdays  

SUPPORT THE POWER SQUADRON 
BUY YOUR ENJOYMENT BOOK TODAY 

 

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE COUPONS 
FOR RESTAURANTS AND SERVICES 
ALL OVER THE TREASURE COAST 

 

$35.00 
 

SELL THEM TO YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY 
 

CALL MARK ROSEN 
772-340-7440 

ADVERTISING 
The Channel  Marker 
will print ñFor Saleò 
advertising with a donation of 
$5.00 for a classified ad and 
$10.00 for a business card 
ad. 

Induction of new members 
Gail Bird, Norman Scheffner 
and Gerald Elgert at the 28 
October general  meeting.  
Photo by Diane DiMaio, P 


