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P/C Mark Rosen, AP presents Fire Extinguisher Safety Seminar
at the D/8 Fall Conference. Use of Fire Extinguishers is one of the
required skills for Boat Operator Certification.

Top photo by D/Lt Arthur Dodd, AP, Palm Beach Squadron.

Bottom photo by Myrna Rosen.
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PORT ST LUCIE TURN OFF YOUR NAVIGATION LIGHTS

POWER SQUADRON It started as a Block Canyon fishing trip. We

BRIDGE were about 80 miles offshore and tied to a
lobster pot trawl in 600 feet of water at
sunset. A few big fish were dragged over the §

COMMA_‘NDER side but by midnight the moon had gone
Cdr Donald P. Widmayer, Jr., AP down, the current slacked, the wind died and
(772) 359-2132 so did the tuna bite en

Commander @portstlucieps.com owner suggested we turn off all the lights and §
do some stargazing. | shut everything down }

EXECUTIVE OFFICER except the radar and turned off all the lights

Lt/C Daniel Buck, P and the generator. Within minutes stars and
(772) 466-3129 planets appeared by the dozens, then

executiveofficer@portstlucieps.com hundreds, then thousands perhaps millions =8
as our eyes adjusted to the darkness. @&

EDUCATIONAL OFFICER Darkness thatos hard

Lt/C George A. Hehner, IN no boat, no deck, no water, just black. And
(772) 879-7919 i there above us in all its glory, the Milky Way, s
something | had not seen since the blackout

ionaloffi lucieps. : . o
i onalofficer@portstiucichEiy days of WWIIL. For an hour everyone laid back without much talking,

we were also awed by the silence. When | got home | purchased a
EEMINISTRATIVE OFFICER reflecting telescope and took JN but nothing could duplicate that sight.
LYC Ann R. Boeckler, S Then last year while delivering a boat from the Exeumas to Ft.

" (772) 335-8011 ] Lauderdale, | anchored up one night in Allens Cay harbor, an
administrativeofficer@portstlucieps.com pinhabited island except for the iguanas, and miles from nowhere.
Before retiring | checked moonset on the GPS and set my alarm for

SECRETARY long after that time. About 3 AM | went on deck and turned off the
Lt/C Andy Dunlap, S anchor light, just like in the canyon. And there they were, just as
(772) 344-8227 magnificent as ever, all millions of them, shining so bright they lit up
secretary@portstlucieps.com t he sk yw.ouevéWsekit? 0
TREASURER George Hehner, JN
Lt/C Stanley DeVoe, AP Captain aboard the sport fishing boats
(772) 337-9844 Warlane and Ruby Slipper
treasurer@portstlucieps.com
Al q houldlt Do you have an article of interest that you would like to see in the next
B~ >ponaence SNGR ! 5 issue of the Channel Marker?
addressed to the relevant bridge .
) If so, please contact the editor before the next
member at:
CHANNEL MARKER DEADLINE ON
Port St. Lucie Power Squadron 15 November 2009
P.O. Box 7484 PLEASE SEND ALL ARTICLES AND INFO TO THE EDITOR:
Port St. Lucie, FL 34985 Lt Marlene Herbig, SN
(mherbigl9@comcast.net)
772) 388-0852
EDITOR (772)
Lt Marlene Herbig’ SN The CHANNEL MARKER is published six times annually by the Port St. Lucie Power Squadron,
(772) 388-0852 PO Box 7484, Port St. Lucie, FL 34985: a unit of the United States Power Squadrons Sail and
! ) Power Boating. Submissions may be sent to the editor. All articles appearing in this paper are
ednor@portstlumeps.com assumed to represent the opinion of the author and are not to be considered as reflecting the
policy of USPS® or the Port St. Lucie Squadron unless so designated.
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COMMANDEROS MESSAGE

As we move into the Fall months and approach Winter, our squadron and

others in our district are ramping up for many activities as many of

our snowbirds return. This is an exciting time of year for us.

One of the problems that we have experienced over the past few years

is getting students for our safe boating classes. This has been a real

challenge for our squadron as well as for many other squadrons. Part

of the problem is the lack of time available by a few of the bridge

members. Some of us are still working full time jobs and some also .

have part time jobs aswel. Because of this, we ¢ aB(t)aﬂcngt e as mu
time to squadron planning and activities to promote the squadron that

may be required. The other issue is advertising costs. If we had a .

full time PR person, we most likely would see much better results. We |S

can dream all we want, but dreams alone wonot produ
that it all boils down to having new and fresh ideas. This could be z
accomplished by new members. This is I'ﬁ ku tneeol d sa
first, the chicken or the egg?0 Some how, we as a s
a way to get new members with fresh and new ideas. We need to find

members who have the time required to give to the squadron to promote

our mission. | donot know what the answer is to this 1ssu
to be a major concern, and effort must be put into solving this Y
problem. Si nce we donodt have a | ot of new\Meeanrl alt t h
important that the current members, who can help, step up and offer to

find ways to increase membership. Maybe a committee needs to be ShOW

formed with the main task of creating new ways to attract members. This

is just food for thought. Please let me know what you think.

I mu st say that even though we haven()ydu]creased m
over the last few years, we have kept our membership around 50. |

believe that we have held a solid number of members due to our social

events t hat we of fer. Me mber s seem thdwve soci al
continue to find new and exciting activities. Now is the time to bring to my

attention new ideas for activities for next year. We are in the

planning stages now for our 2010 calendar. | am really looking forward

to a fun and educational year.

One of the most recent things that we have begun to do is to
participate with St Lucie River Power Squadron. We have invited them
to many of our events which they have attended and they have done
|l i kewi se. We al | have similar i nterest , s o | et 6s
together. | believe that this is a win, win situation for both our
squadrons. We have been invited to the Lyric Theatre on Nov 8 to share
lunch and a show with St Lucie River. This should be a lot of fun. We
are also going to combine our Christmas Party with theirs this year.
There will be many other combined events that our squadrons will take
part in next year. ldeas are always welcome.

Wedr e on

Enj oy your boat! | f you donot
boat-with their permission of course. www.portstlucieps.com
Don Widmayer

Commander
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EDUCATION MgRVSL/C Al Bruhin, SN

Over the last few years the Education Department has updated and improved
almost every course that we present. The results have been outstanding. In
many cases members who have previously taken courses are taking them
again to get the new and up to date information.

One of the newest updates is the Marine Electronics series. It was two
volumes and a very good course. With the rapid changes in electronics
however there is much more to learn about the electrical systems on your
boat. As a result the two volume course is in the process of being put into
three volumes. The first focuses on Marine Electrical Systems. The second
focuses on Marine Communications Systems and the third focuses on
Electronic Navigation Systems.

The charts below give a brief outline of the contents of each..

New Course$ 1 Marine
Electrical
Marine Electrical Systems 4 Systems

1 Complete replacement for ME101 % Student Manual
1 AC and DC circuit theory
1 Wiring practices
1 Batteries
1 Shore Power and emoard power generation
1 Corrosion
1 Lightning protection
Avail able now! Get oO0em

AC/DC - Electrical Circuits.
Grounding, Lightning, & Safety

Marine New Course$® 2

4%, Communication

Marine Communications Systems
Systems

1 Complete replacement for ME102

1 Basics of Radio (transmitters and receivers)

1 Global Maritime Distress and Safety System
- Maritime Mobile Service ldentity (MMSI)
- Digital Selective Calling (DSC)

1 FCC Rules and Regulations

1 Radio protocols, voice and digital

1 MF/HF, Satellite, AIS

Beta testing in progress

)
E%/?)ﬁ,(,'i
*s® | Student Manual

New Coursed 3

Electronic Navigation Systems aé‘ff;;’e._ Navigation Systems
1 Complete replacement for ME103 Gl |
9 Data Buses: NMEA 0183, NMEA 2000, Ethernet

CAN Bus
1 Chart plotters
1 Components (GPS, sounders, etc.)
1 Computer based systems
1 Automatic Identification System (AIS)
1 Visual Aids

Manuscript is written; course is being assembled

Student Manual
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October 2009 Schedule of Events

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat *  2-4 OCT 2009

4
D8 Fall

Conference

11

18

25

12

19

26

13

20

27

14 1900 15

Exec Com

Mtg

21

22

28 1800 29

Gen Mtg &

Dinner

3
D8 Fall Conference

10
Lunch
Raft Up

16 17 Picnic

Veterans
Park

23 24

30 31

November 2009

Sun

8
Lunch/Show
Lyric
Theater

15

22

29

Mon

16

23

30

13

10

17

24

Tue Wed

11 1900
Exec Com
Mtg

18 1800
Gen Mtg &
Dinner

25

Thu

12

19

26

Fri Sat

14 VNA
Air Show
Raft Up

21

28

D8 Fall Conference
Marriott North
Ft. Lauderdale

10 OCT 2009

Lunch Raft Up

Contact Don Widmayer
(772) 359-2132

14 OCT 2009, TIME: 1900
Exec. Com Meeting
Contact Ann Boeckler
(772) 335-8011

17 OCT 2009

Picnic Veterans Park
Contact Don Widmayer
(772) 359-2132

28 OCT 2009, TIME: 1800
General Meeting & Dinner
Contact Ann Boeckler
(772) 335-8011

8 NOV 2009
Lunch/Show, Lyric Theater
St. Lucie River PS

11 NOV 2009, TIME: 1900
Exec. Com Meeting
Contact Ann Boeckler
(772) 335-8011

14 NOV 2009

VNA Air Show Raft Up
Contact Don Widmayer
(772) 359-2132

18 NOV 2009, TIME: 1800
General Meeting & Dinner
Contact Ann Boeckler
(772) 335-8011

CHRISTMAS PARTY WITH ST. LUCIE RIVER POWER SQUADRON

SAVE THE DATE
17 DECEMBER 2009

See page 9 for details.




Channel Marker Octobé&tovember 2009 Pagé




