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If you werenõt there, 

you missed a fun weekend.   

Make plans now to attend the 

Fall Conference, 2-4 October 2009 
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Our squadron participated 
in the Open House at the 
US Coast Guard station in 

Ft. Pierce on 16 May 2009.    

Thanks to all members 
who helped with this 

event.  

Photos submitted by Diane DiMaio 
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SAFE BOATING WEEK PROCLAMATION 

On 11 May 2009  the Port St 
Lucie Squadron sent two 
delegates, P/C Walter VanEtten, 
JN and Lt/C Dan Buck, S, to the 
monthly Port St Lucie city 
council meeting to receive from 
the mayor the proclamation of 
the official boat safety week. P/C 
VanEtten did a great job with his 
ñon the spotò acceptance speech 
boasting the opportunity that this 
coastal community has for ñfun 
on the waterò and the need for 
such safe boating classes that 
we offer. If you were not there to 
witness this event, it will be 
televised and you can see for 
yourself how P/C Walter 
VanEtten stepped up to the plate 

for the squadron once again. 

Lt/C Dan Buck, S 

WATERWAY CLEAN-UP DAY 

Saturday, 25 July  2009 has been designated as St Lucie Countyôs Water 
Way Clean-up Day.  All water ways will be cleaned of debris by volunteer 
organizations throughout the county.  Our Squadron will participate by 
covering the North Fork of the St Lucie River from Veterans Memorial 
Park (Boat Launch Ramp) to Club Med.  It will be a fun day, meeting at 
the ramp and spreading out to the areas south.  The trash dumpsters will 
be located at the park to deposit the found trash and unload our boats.  
We have five boats participating.  We have room for trash spotters on all 
boats, so volunteer even if you donôt have a boat.  We can all meet at the 
park for lunch at either Hurricane Wings or Paisanoôs.  Contact me, Ken 

Mazur, at 772-971-4669 for info. 

June - July 2009 

  P/C Walter VanEtten, JN accepts the cityôs 
proclamation for National Boat Safety Week 
16-22 May 2009. 

 

Do you have an article of interest that you would like to see in the next 

issue of the Channel Marker?  

If so, please contact the editor before the next  

CHANNEL MARKER DEADLINE ON  

15 July 2009  

 

PLEASE SEND ALL ARTICLES AND INFO TO THE EDITOR:  
 

Lt Marlene Herbig, SN  
(mjherbig@earthlink.net)  

(772) 388-0852 



 

 

Spring has come and gone and now Summer is just beginning. It is hard to 
believe that half the year is over. Time does seem to fly just like the 
snowbirds who have left our area to head back to their nests up North. As 
we approach the early part of Summer our squadron continues to offer on 

the water events. We never stop having fun! 

Change is inevitable for all including our squadron. As we move forward 
this year our squadron is beginning to participate more with our 
neighboring squadrons especially St. Lucie River Power Squadron.  In the 
discussions with Commander Kwan at the Spring Conference and further 
discussions since, there is a feeling of cooperation between our two 
squadrons that not only I but others in both squadrons would like to see 
enhanced. At our last bridge meeting we discussed working with St. Lucie 
River on a number of fronts including promotion of activities, PR 
campaign, and our boating classes. One of the very first major events that 
we have gone in together on is the Hurricane Fair at the Jensen Beach 
Mall. Future pictures and a write up to follow in the near future. I believe 
we need to stop competing with our close neighbor and start cooperating. 
Our squadrons will be better off in the future. Not only will we be promoting 
our true purpose which is to promote boat safety, but we can make a lot of 

new friends and have a lot more fun. 

As a squadron I would like for our members to participate in at least one or 
two social events with Vero Beach and Sebastian Squadrons before years 
end. Our participation will enhance our relationships with them and they 
would also be more inclined to participate in our events as well. Plus, it 

would be a lot of fun. 

Our last full moon raft up was very successful. We had at least four boats 
participate. Our cookout on the grill included hamburgers and hot dogs. As 
usual, we had more food than we could eat. Just before 9pm, the full 
moon rose to expose an orange glow just above the horizon. It was 
spectacular to view over the St. Lucie River. Instead of everyone leaving 
right after it rose, most all stayed for another hour. One boat after another 
shoved off, leaving Jann and I as the one and only overnighter to enjoy a 
beautiful night out on the water. I truly love anchoring out. It is one of life's 

true gifts. 

The Coast Guard Open House in May was scaled back somewhat from 
last year. The hours were 10-2pm. There didn't seem to be as many 
participants, but there were a steady stream of people. We had a few sign 
up for the class and we got to hand out a lot of information. The Coast 
Guard rescue drill with the helicopter was canceled due to a real rescue. If 

you have never seen this drill, it is spectacular. 

Special thanks to Dan and Diane, Vince, George, and Mark, who all 
helped out with the set up and take down and the management of the 

booth. 

Have fun and boat safely. I will see you soon. 

Cdr Don Widmayer, Jr., AP 

COMMANDERõS MESSAGE 
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Welcome 

Aboard   

New Member  

Michael DôAddario 

Transfers 

John Kenneally  

William Vermiglio  

 

Weôre on the web:  
 

www.portstlucieps.com 
 



Do you know the difference between Amps and Volts?  What's a Watt? Which 
wire is bigger in diameter, a #10 or a #12?  What size fuse do I put in the fuse 
holder? Can I use house wire? Will solid wire work? Can I get a shock from 12 
volts? Why do I need such heavy cables for jumper cables? Why can't I use an 
extension cord to start my engine? Plus, minus, negative, positive, ground, 
neutral, hot, AC, DC. It's all very confusing if you do not take the Marine 
Electronics Course. Contact your SEO, George Hehner at 772-879-7919 and 
lets get a class started. Learn to solder and splice wires, use a volt meter and 
continuity meter, check for shorts and opens and crimp lugs. The list goes on 
and on and the class results will be shocking. 
 
Our Piloting class has finished their exams. It was a lot of work and time well 
spent. I expect them all to pass and wish them well. They will all look at Lat and 
Lon on a GPS in a new light. 
 
You must all know we have lots of courses available, just send me your special 
requests. 
 
Congratulations  to the following members for completing the ñAnchoringò 

seminar: 
D/Lt/C Al Bruhin, SN  
Lt/C Stan DeVoe, AP  

Lt/C George Hehner, JN  
Cdr Don Widmayer, Jr, AP  

EDUCATION NEWS by Lt/C George Hehner, JN 
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MARINE 
ELECTRICAL 

SYSTEMS 
 
 
 

ñElectronic devices for the 
recreational boater have 
come a long, long way 
over the years. With the 
advent of solid state digital 
electronics, sophisticated 
sensors and radios have 
become commonplace on 
our vessels. EMSCom has 
split Marine Electronics 
into three new standalone 
ñsystemsò courses. Marine 
Electrical Systems, Marine 
Communications Systems, 
and Electronic Systems for 
navigation are loosely 
equivalent to 
ME101/102/103, but with 
updated and expanded 
material. 
 
The first of these three 
courses, Marine Electrical 
Systems, is now available. 
Marine Electrical Systems 
(MES) covers the practice 
of wiring your boat, 
including boat electrical 
wiring practices and 
diagrams, direct and 
alternating current power, 
galvanic and stray current 
corrosion, and lightning 
protection. Troubleshooting 
is emphasized throughout, 
so students should feel 
comfortable performing 
even tricky wiring tasks 
after passing this course.ò 
 
Excerpt from the Marine 
Electronics page (Educational 
Department) of the USPS 
website. 

P/C Ken Mazur, AP receives Educational Proficiency Award at the D/8 Spring 

Conference in Ft. Lauderdale.  To receive this award a member must complete 

Seamanship, Piloting, Advanced Piloting and three elective courses. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
L to R: P/C Ken Mazur, AP; Lt/C George Hehner, JN and the Chiefôs representative, R/C Robert 

Sweet. SN.. 



 

Schedule of Events 

6 JUN 2009,                        
Full Moon Raft Up           
Contact Don Widmayer   
(772) 339-2132 

 

13 JUN 2009     TIME: 1900                       
Exec. Com Meeting                              
Contact Ann Boeckler                           
(772) 335-8011                     

 

13-14 JUN 2009                                   
Public Boating Course                      
Contact George Hehner                        
(772) 879-7919 

 

19 JUN 2009                            

Lunch Social                     
Contact Don Widmayer   
(772) 339-2132 

 

24 JUN 2009,   TIME: 1800                 
General Meeting & Dinner                                  
Contact Ann Boeckler                           
(772) 335-8011 

 

4 JUL 2009 
        Fireworks Raft Up 
        Contact Don Widmayer 
        (772) 359-2132 
 

8 JUL 2009,   Time: 1900                   
Exec. Com Meeting                              
Contact Ann Boeckler                       

(772) 335-8011 
 

10-12 JUL 2009 
        D/8 Summer Rendezvous  
        Delray Beach Yacht Club 
 

22 JUL 2009,    TIME: 1800               
General Meeting & Dinner                                 
Contact Ann Boeckler                   

        (772) 335-8011 
 

25 JUL 2009                              
Water Way Clean Up                
Contact Ken Mazur                      

June 2009 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Full Moon 
Raft Up 

7 8 9 10 

Exec Com Mtg 

11 12 13 

Boating            
Course  

14 

Boating 
Course 

15 16 17 18 19 

Lunch Social 

20  

 

21 

 

22 23 24 

Gen Mtg & 
Dinner 

25 26  

 
 

28      

28    29 30   

 
 

  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

Fireworks 
Raft Up 

5 6 7 8 

Exec Com Mtg 

9 10 11 

12     D/8 

Summer 
Rendezvous 

13 14 15 

 

16 17 18   

19 

 

20 21 22 

Gen Mtg & 
Dinner 

23 24 25 

Water 
Clean Up 

26 27 28 29 

 

30 31  

 

 

      

July 2009 

D/8 Summer Rendezvous 10 -12 July 2009  

The Yacht Club at Delray Beach and the Colony Hotel  

Friday 1830-Docktail Party/Pot Luck  (Email Ellen at ramey_r@bellsouth.net to coordinate food items or 954 785-4424) 

Saturday 1230ðLight Lunch, please purchase 50/50 tickets to defray cost, chance for both cash and a fun gift. 

Saturday 1400-1500ðCommanderôs Meeting ñTiki Pavilionò poolside at the marina 

Saturday 1730-1830 Commanderôs Reception ñTiki Pavilionò poolside at the marina 

Dinner is on your own. 

Rates 

Slip Fee - $1.80/ft, contact Gil Breisch at 561 272-2700 Opt#4 with boat details, $25 one time water and electric charge 

Hotel - Rates range from $89 queen, $119 king, $139 superior room. Mention USPS D/8 for these special rates. 

Free breakfast, parking and free shuttle to beach cabana.  Reservations 561 276-4123 

D/8 Summer Rendezvous 
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Lt/C Daniel Buck, S 

 
At our last general meeting, 27 May, we were honored to have as a guest speaker, Pedro Aguilera, the 
Pursuit sales representative of the Pursuit factory here in Fort Pierce.  He and his cohort Mr. Brian Boyd, our 
authorized dealer in the area, came to fellowship with us and presented the ñPursuit Storyò and the new 
product line.  Briefly refraining from his sales pitch, Brian invited us all to his Open House, 19-20 June 2009. 
He also plugged the new Sunset Bay Marina & Anchorage which is now open.  There is an open house there, 
also on 5 June 2009 and we all are invited. Marina rates are available on-line at: 

Sunsetbaymarinaandanchorage.com 
 

There arose a calming full moon on the 9 May raft-up after we, piglets devoured a potluck style buffet of 
goodies.  The full moon raft-ups are fun, so much so that we planned another on 6 June. The diehards stayed 

for the sleepover. No DD needed. (Photos on page 11) 
 

The USCG Open House was a success on 16 May 2009. Vincent Encomio did due diligence with his 
command as Safety Officer with this event and is preparing another presentation for our squadron 24 June at 

our next General Meeting at Paisano's. 
 

On 23 May 2009 our 3rd annual poker run was held. It seemed to be a hit, again. Over $200.00 was raised by 
our family members and guests for the squadron. Guests that attended - none other than our neighbors from 

the St. Lucie River Squadron: Cdr Elaine Kwan and hubby, Glenn and their newest member, George Scott. 

 

 

On a sad note, our waterways need policing again. Not everyone is as conscientious about this as others so, 
letôs get together and pitch-in. P/C Ken Mazur, AP has arranged another ñWaterways Clean-upò on Saturday, 
25 July 2009. We can meet at Club Med and make a challenge about it.  [Editors Note : For  details see 

ñWaterway Clean-Up Dayò article on page 2.] 
 

Whew!, May sure was a busy month; next up hurricane season. Are you ready? 

Did you attend the Hurricane Fair at the Treasure Coast Mall? There were lots of members volunteering when 
we teamed up with the St. Lucie River Squadron on 30 - 31 May 2009 for the Health and Safety Hurricane 

Fair.  

The group enjoyed lunch before playing their hands. 

Photos by Don Widmayer, Jr., AP 

Four games - five winners: Dan Buck, Jann Widmayer, 

Diane DiMaio, Ann Boeckler, and Ken Mazur. 
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Friday evening Port St. Lucie hosted a 50th Anniversary Celebration Cocktail party and then all enjoyed the 

ñFun and Fantasyò evening with special entertainment by our member and magician, D/Lt/C Al Bruhin, SN. 


