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WATERWAY CLBAKRIPMazur

There was a great showing by our squadron for Waterway
Cleanup. The organizers were very impressed by our response and
the quantity of debris we collected. Thank you so much for your efforts.

Mark Rosen & Myrna and their two guests
George Hehner & Ursula
Tom Albanese & Carol and their two guests
Stan Devoe & Helen with Malischka Dunlap
Ray Clarke with Ann Boeckler and guest
Ken Mazur with Dan Buck

It looked like we had about 600 or 700 pounds of debris - everything
from a complete bicycle to tires plus rims and many bottles and cans
and even a chair.

Photos submitted by George Hehner

administrativeofficer@portstlucieps.com .

SECRETARY
Lt/C Andy Dunlap, S

(772) 344-8227
secretary@portstlucieps.com

TREASURER
Lt/C Stanley DeVoe, AP

(772) 337-9844
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All correspondence should be
addressed to the relevant bridge
member at:

Port St. Lucie Power Squadron
P.O. Box 7484
Port St. Lucie, FL 34985

EDITOR
Lt Marlene Herbig, SN

(772) 388-0852
editor@portstlucieps.com

Do you have an article of interest that you would like to see in the next
issue of the Channel Marker?
If so, please contact the editor before the next

CHANNEL MARKER DEADLINE ON

15 September 2009

PLEASE SEND ALL ARTICLES AND INFO TO THE EDITOR:

Lt Marlene Herbig, SN
(mherbigl9@comcast.net)
(772) 388-0852

The CHANNEL MARKER is published six times annually by the Port St. Lucie Power Squadron,
PO Box 7484, Port St. Lucie, FL 34985: a unit of the United States Power Squadrons Sail and
Power Boating. Submissions may be sent to the editor. All articles appearing in this paper are
assumed to represent the opinion of the author and are not to be considered as reflecting the
policy of USPS® or the Port St. Lucie Squadron unless so designated.
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COMMANDEROS MESSAGE

This monthds message involves a boat owneros ups a
pertains to items on a boat that dondét work when you
Our boat, Split Decision has its good and bad days just like me. Just

before our honeymoon in December 2006 we pulled both of our Yamaha

9.9 4-stroke engines and had them serviced. These motors were new in

2000. We installed them back on the boat and they got us to the

Bahamas and back again. They worked great!

A few months ago, we were heading to our location as a anchored boat .

for the Poker Run. We left Jensen Beach and headed for the Stuart Boatlng
docks. We passed the Crossroads and began heading towards the

Evans Crary Bridge when the port engine started to cut on and off and 1

then completely shut down. The good news is we still had another IS

engine. Within ten minutes of this issue, the starboard engine began

acting up. When a boat would go by and we rocked side to side, the f u n é
engine would cut on and off. It never completely shut down and we were

able to dock in Stuart.

We replaced the fuel filters and put new gas in the tank and a gas

stabilizer as well . I still couldnét get the port
continued to go out on the boat on the weekends using only the starboard ~

motor until this past Saturday. O I I
Jannds daughter, husband and three children came for
all very excited about taking the boat out. Jann and | drove to the boat to ShOW

plug it in and refueled it. | filled the water tanks. While | was prepping

the boat, Jann went shopping to provision for lunch and dinner. | started

the starboard engine and it started right up and ran great for about ten you
minutes, at which time | shut it down since we were not ready to go yet.

Jannds daughter and family arrived an Jann arrived
Everyone was on the boat and we unhooked the power cord and Ch

removed all but two lines holding us to the dock. Jann started the engine

and attempted to put it in reverse, but she could not get the shifter to

move. | came over and was able to move the shifter forward and the

engine went into forward, but when | moved it into reverse, the gears

made a grinding sound and would not engage into reverse completely.

Needless to say, this was quite disappointing. We decided not to head

out with only one engine and no reverse. Everyone was very

disappointed Welcome to the real world of boat ownership!

It is now necessary to pull the engines again and get them serviced. It

seems like this has to be done about every two years. The good thing

here is that the engine didnét break when we really
boat or turn in heavy wind or current.

Some people are not so lucky. They lose an engine during docking or in
a narrow channel with lots of boat traffic and a strong wind and current.
The only thing you can do in this situation is to drop the hook outside the Wedre on
channel if possible and wait for a tow.

www.portstlucieps.com

We | ove our boat and |l ove to be on
nice 1 f it always worked when you

Until next time, Happy Boating!!
Don Widmayer
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USPS Seminar
Today, electronics EDUCATION B¥MYE George Hehner, JN

have radically

changed navigation, . i .
but understanding the Congratulations are in order for the seven students that studied so hard for the

basics helps you gain Piloting exam. Al'l passed and now have
confidence in your Must go to Diane Di Maio for the highest score, she will be teaching the next
equipment and your class (just kidding). The new Pilots in alphabetical order are:

own skills. Carol Albanese, P
In this seminar, Thomas Albanese, P
you will learn practical Daniel Buck, P
techniques to plan, Tony Contarino, P
navigate, and check Diane Di Maio, P
your progress on the Diane Woodman, P
water. You will Steve Woodman, P

develop situational
awareness skills using | know they spent many hours reading and studying and plotting on that
youreyesand Bowdi tch Bay <chart and |istening to me
navigation tools to well earned. Advanced Piloting can be their next adventure.
quickly point to your
position on a chart,

and be able to use Some Times You Have To Take Off Your Life Jacket!
backup techniques

when the electronics |t was the end of September. The days were getting shorter
become suspect. This and it was late in the day. We were anchored up in a fleet of
seminar will help  poats fishing for tuna about 15 miles SE of Block Island. No
captain and crew one had hooked a fish all day and as the winds picked up to
navigate safely and apout 20 knots most boats headed for home. We had some
comfortably. The kit good marks on the fish finder and decided to chum heavily
contains The and use up the last of our bait. No point in saving it.
Weekend Navigator . syddenly one rod was screaming line, we had a hookup on a
The seminar will big fish. 40 minutes later we boated a 155 pound yellow fin
be presented by Mike tuna. We were the last boat to haul anchor, head home and call it a day. With
Knapp, St. Lucie River the boat on autopilot we all relaxed. One sharp eyed crew member with
Squadron on exceptional eyesight called my attention to something odd on the horizon about
Saturday, 3 Octoberat a hal f mil e away at a 10 obéclock bearir
the D/8 Fall an orange object leaping out of the water. Was it a party balloon, a fish trap
Conference. flag? With the auto-pilot turned off we turned left and headed toward this
strange object. As we got close we came upon a sunken boat and two men in
the water. One had taken off his life jacket and was throwing it as high as he
to anyone staying at could to attract attent_ion. Their twin _engine outboard had swamped over the
the hotel. Others will Stern gnd_ gone down in less _than.a minute. They sure were gllad to see us turn
be charged $28. in their direction. Can you imagine spending the night in prime shark fishing
waters? We slid them through the same tuna door we had just used to boat
1| the fish and they laid on the deck next to it exhausted after two hours in the
water. It was quite a sight. Two hours later we dropped them off in Point
Judith, R.l. and they took a cab home. For the rest of the season we found our
cooler loaded with fresh bait and ice every weekend. And the fishd it took the
prize for the largest yellow fin tuna caught in Rhode Island all year.

The Seminar will
be given at no charge

Z20==>0=<>2Z FP=-OPOO O—=0L>DW

George Hehner
Captain on the sport fishing boat
Loop Hole
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August 2009 Schedule of Events
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 8 AUG 2009
Lunch Raft Up
Contact Don Widmayer
2 3 4 5 6 2 8 (772) 359-2132
RL:Q? 12 AUG 2009, TIME: 1900
P Exec. Com Meeting
9 10 1 1é 01900 13 14 15 Contact Ann Boeckler
xec Com
Mitg (772) 335-8011
26 AUG 2009, TIME: 1800
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 General Meeting & Dinner
Contact Ann Boeckler
(772) 335-8011
23 24 25 26 1800 27 28 29 5 SEP 2009
Gen Mig & Full Moon Raft Up
Dinner .
Contact Don Widmayer
(772) 359-2132
30 31
9 SEP 2009, TIME: 1900
Exec. Com Meeting
Contact Ann Boeckler
September 2009 (772) 335-8011
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 12 SEP 2009
1 ) 3 4 . PIG ROAST
Full Moon Contact Ann Boeckler
Raft Up (772) 335-8011
6 7 8 9 1900 10 1 12 23 SEP 2009, TIME: 1800
Exec Com PIG General Meeting & Dinner
Mtg ROAST Contact Ann Boeckler
(772) 335-8011
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
26-27 SEP 2009
ABC Course
Contact George Hehner
20 21 22 23 1800 24 25 26 |
Gen Mtg & ABC (772) 879-7919
Dinner Course
27 28 29 30
ABC
Course

at the home of Mark and Myrna Rosen,

Come to the PIG ROAST

Saturday, 12 September 2009, Time

- 1500 (3pm)
6130 NW Duke Circle, Port St. Lucie
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Full Moon

Raft Up
6 June 2009

Photos by Diane Di Maio, P
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Photos by Diane Di Maio, P



