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COOPERATIVE CHARTING

My name is P/C Ken Mazur and | am the new Cooperative Charting
Committee Chairman. Our squadron has not participated in this program
for some time. | am hoping we can renew interest in this valuable civic
program and have fun at the same time. | will be attending a seminar at
the district meeting in April that will help us understand our role in
participating in this program. Whether you have a boat or not, all can
participate.

Cooperative Charting Program of the United
States Power Squadrons is conducted in close A
coordination with the Marine Chart Division, /g
National Ocean Service, National Oceanic and (54

Atmospheric  Administration of the U. S. §&&

Department of Commerce. The Program is a §
major public service of USPS. Under it,
members supply information to the Marine Chart
Division of NOS/NOAA leading to corrections to e
nautical charts and Coast Pilot publications. They also supply data on
depth surveys, range status, and formerly, geodetic marks and
aeronautical charts. The Adopt-A-Chart subprogram provides for
individual squadrons to assume responsibility to keep a chart or a portion
of a chart in their local boating area up to date and get recognition on
new editions for their work. The Port St Lucie Squadron has accepted
the area between the Roosevelt Bridge and the Evans Carey Bridge on
the St Lucie River. We have not done a good job of updating the chart
for that area in past years. We have a lot of work to do!!

You can get involved in Cooperative Charting with minimum effort. After
that you can decide how much further you want to get involved at any
point. HOWEVER, | WARN YOU TO BE CAREFUL; IT CAN BE AN
INSIDEOUSLY HABIT-FORMING ACTIVITY.

We will schedule regular days on the water in our assigned area of the St
Lucie River to review marker location and condition, depth verification,
and any changes to navigation we might observe. My phone numbers
are 772-871-2313 and cell 772-971-4669. Call me if you are interested.

Do you have an article of interest that you would like to see in the next
issue of the Channel Marker?
If so, please contact the editor before the next

CHANNEL MARKER DEADLINE ON
15 May 2009
PLEASE SEND ALL ARTICLES AND INFO TO THE EDITOR:

Lt Marlene Herbig, SN
(mjherbig@earthlink.net)
(772) 388-0852

The CHANNEL MARKER is published six times annually by the Port St. Lucie Power Squadron, PO
Box 7484, Port St. Lucie, FL 34985: a unit of the United States Power Squadrons Sail and Power
Boating. Submissions may be sent to the editor. All articles appearing in this paper are assumed to
represent the opinion of the author and are not to be considered as reflecting the policy of USPS® or
the Port St. Lucie Squadron unless so designated.
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COMMANDERODS MESSAGEHB)sTRICTS

SPRING CONFERENCE
24-26 APRIL 2009

Pty

It is now Spring 2009 in South Florida. Although we don't see major
changes in our weather, there are signs of Spring with many native plants
flowering. The weather this time of year is beginning to warm up to around
80 and for us sailboaters, it is breezy this time of year. We are still in the
dry season, so there are many sunny days to boat.

Spring is also a reminder of the Spring Conference in April. Our squadron
is proud of our two squadron members who are officers of District 8.
Malischka Dunlap who will be District 8 Commander this year and Al
Bruhin who is the district's SEO. | ask all members of our squadron who
are in a position to attend this year's Spring Conference to support our two
very own squadron members. Your attendance will be appreciated very
much. In addition to having fun, we will also learn a great deal from the
seminars and presentations being offered.

I am looking for ideas on raising money for the squadron. If you believe
you have a possible idea, please share it with us. We need to raise money
and have fun doing it. You can email me at don@split-decision.us or call
me at 772-359-2132.

| am also interested in your on the water boating activities suggestions.
We have many activities planned this year, but we have room for a few
more. Maybe something new or different that we haven't done before. |
truly believe that it is important to have many of our activities on the water.
Enjoy the rest of the Channel Marker and | look forward to seeing you out
on the water.

Don Widmayer, AP

CRPORPORPORPORPCRPOPG®

PORT ST. LUCIE POWER SQUADRON
Fiftieth Anniversary Celebration

LT

Please join us for cocktails
at the D/8 Spring Conference
Friday, 24 April 2009
1700- 1830
Room 308, Ft. Lauderdale Marriott North

CACICLCICACICLCICICICACICICICLC)

Ft. Laud

erdale Marriott N

SCHEDULE

FRIDAY 24 APRIL 2009

1400-1645
1500-1630
1830-2230

Registration
Spring Council
Reception/Cash Bar

1930-22 30

SATURD

AY 25 APRIL 2009

Seminars & Workshops

Squad
Memb
Coop

USPS S

0900-1000
DB2000
Safety
ron Development
ership Recruiting
erative Charting

0900-1100
eminar - Anchoring

1015-1115

Editors Workshop

Vess

el Safety Check

Treasurers Workshop
Membership Involvement

Pu

blic Relations

Boating Electronics Seminar

Using Po

1330-1600
1830-2300
1915-2300

1115-1145
werPoint for P & AP

District Conference
Reception/Cash Bar
Banquet & Dinner

SUNDAY 26 APRIL 2009

0830-0930
0930-1130
0930-1130

N Club
Squadron Officers
Educational Dept.

nFun
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EDUCATION NBWEC George Hehner, JN

The Piloting Class is continuing with seven students hanging in there. They are
up to Chapter 6 and now doing the Cruise section. The 12" plotting tool is
causing some problems and some grumbling (from the students and the
instructor) but they seem to like the parallel ruler. We will now concentrate on
Labeling Standards. Ursula serves coffee and cookies at break time to perk
them up.

Our next public boating course will be held 18-19 April. We have three students
for the class so far. If anyone knows of any additional students please notify me.
| will be sending out an e-mail requesting instructors for the April class shortly.

If you would like to know what DC Current means, take the Marine Electronics
Course and if you think you need a can of Relative Bearing Grease on your
boat, take the Engine Maintenance Course.

R E @S

New Marine Electronics Courses

O Marine Electronic devices for the recreational boater have come a long,

oy g'ectfical long way over the years. With the advent of solid state digital

#nd Systems ; L .

VL ey €lectronics, sophisticated sensors and radios have become
=a=2 0 commonplace on our vessels. EMSCom has split Marine
@ Il El ectronics into three new stand
Electrical Systems, Marine Communications Systems, and
% Il| Electronic Systems for navigation are loosely equivalent to
Ll ME101/102/103, but with updated and expanded material.

e

H -

The first of these three courses, Marine Electrical Systems, is now available. Marine
Electrical Systems (MES) covers the practice of wiring your boat, including boat
electrical wiring practices and diagrams, direct and alternating current power,
galvanic and stray current corrosion, and lightning protection. Troubleshooting is
emphasized throughout, so students should feel comfortable performing even tricky
wiring tasks after passing this course.

Engine Maintenance Course
. The new Engine Maintenance course 2007 has been put into one
e ten chapter course that stresses the diagnosis of modern systems,
e M while _alsc_> teaching the basics of engine Iayout and operation.
Gasoline inboards, outboards, and diesel engines are taught in a
way that reinforces the common aspects of how engines
work. This new course is complete in one book with one exam.

©

Modern engines offer high reliability and good performance
through the use of computerized systems for fuel delivery and
engine timing. Mo s t of these syst
no longer be serviced by weekend mechanics with ordinary tools. The EM course
covers those repairs that do-it-yourselfers can still perform, teaches how to
diagnose problems that might be beyond your ability to fix, and how to share
information with your mechanic so the right repairs get performed. The new Engine
Maintenance 2007 also covers basic mechanical systems such as drive systems
(propellers), steering systems, and engine controls. The last chapter discusses
solutions you might use to problems that could occur while afloat and away from a
repair facility. Gasoline, diesel, and outboard engines are treated independently in
this chapter.

AMME @Z=PO0W MAPH FPZO=ID>Z

©@eON XIp=E NN
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April 2009
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 *
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 "
Exec Com
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 Bogting
Nifia & Pir Course *
Fleet Blessjng
19 20 21 22 23 24 D/I8 25 D/8
Boating Gen Mtg « Spring Spring "
Course Dinner Conferenc Conferenge
26 D/8 27 28 29 30
Spring
Conferenc &
May 2009
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat "
1 2
Poker Rup
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Full Moo
Raft UpT|
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 USCG i
Exec Com Open House
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 *
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Gen Mtg « Boating N
Dinner Course
31
Boating *
Course
DISTRICT 8 SPRING CONFERENCE 24-26 APRIL 2009
Fort Lauderdale Marriott N, 6650 N Andrews Ave (I-95 & Cypress Creek Rd.)
All rooms $129.00 including Continental Breakfast
Deadline for this rate 3 April 2009
Call 1-800-343-2459 Quote USPS ®D/8

Pagé

Schedule of Events

8 APR 2009, TIME: 1900
Exec. Com Meeting
Contact Ann Boeckler
(772) 335-8011

14 APR 2009

See Nifia and Pinta
Contact Don Widmayer
(772) 359-2132

18 APR 2009

Blessing of the Fleet
Contact Don Widmayer
(772) 359-2132

18-19 APR 2009

Public Boating Course
Contact George Hehner
(772) 879-7919

22 APR 2009, TIME: 1800
General Meeting & Dinner
Contact Ann Boeckler
(772) 335-8011

24-26 APR 2009

D/8 Spring Conference
Contact Don Widmayer
(772) 359-2132

2 MAY 2009

Poker Run

Contact Don Widmayer
(772) 359-2132

9 MAY 2009

Full Moon Raft Up
Contact Don Widmayer
(772) 359-2132

11 MAY 2009, Time: 1900
Exec. Com Meeting
Contact Ann Boeckler
(772) 335-8011

16 MAY 2009

Coast Guard Open House
Contact Don Widmayer
(772) 359-2132

16-22 MAY 2009
National Safe Boating Week

27 MAY 2009, TIME: 1800
General Meeting & Dinner
Contact Ann Boeckler

(772) 335-8011

30-31 MAY 2009

Public Boating Course
Contact George Hehner
(772) 879-7919
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ifDeck 1{16&8ngt h
Beam - 18'
Draft - 7'
Tonnage - 75
Sail Area - 1919 sq ft

The Nifia - Most Historically Accurate
Columbus Replica Ship Ever Built

The Nifa is a replica of the ship on which
Columbus sailed across the Atlantic on his three
voyages of discovery to the new world beginning
in 1492. Columbus sailed the tiny ship over

25,000 miles. That ship was last heard of in 1501,
but the new Nifia has a different mission. We are
a floating museum, and we visit ports all over the
Western Hemisphere.

BN TS T

Aprd May 2009

Deck length - 85'
Beam - 23'
Draft - 7.5'

Tonnage - 101
Sail Area - 3800 sq ft

Santa Clara - Our Second Columbus Replica
Ship (Pinta)

The Santa Clara (Pinta), was recently built in
Brazil to accompany the Nina on all of her travels.
She is a larger version of the archetypal caravel
and offers larger deck space for walk-aboard tours
and has a 40 ft air conditioned main cabin down
below with seating. Visitors can watch a video on
the building of the ship in Brazil. The Santa Clara
is available for private parties while in port.

Both The Nifia and
The Santa Clara will
be touring together
as a new and
enhanced

museumo,

purpose of
educating the public
and school children

on t he 0cC
Portuguese ship
& used by Columbus
and many early
explorers to discover
the worl d.

Above pictures and articles excerpted from The Columbus Foundation, Tortola, British Virgin Islands website

(www.thenina.com)
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The original Nifia, Pinta, and Santa Maria used by Christopher Columbus on his first voyage across the
Atlantic were common trading vessels. The Santa Maria which Columbus never liked, ran aground and
sank on Christmas Eve 1492 in Hispaniola (nhow Cap Haitien). She was a Nao, a type of cargo vessel.
The Nifia and Pinta were Caravels which were used by explorers during the Age of Discovery. The
Pinta returned home and disappeared from History without a trace, but the Nifia, now there's a woman
with a past.

The Nifia was Columbus' favorite and for good reason. She was named Santa Clara after the patron
saint of Moguer. A Spanish vessel in those days had an official religious name but was generally known
by nickname, which might be a feminine form of her masters patronmyic, or of her home port. Santa
Clara was always Nifa, after her master-owner Juan Nino of Moguer.

Vincente Yanez was her Captain on Columbus' First Voyage, and he later discovered the Amazon on an
independent voyage. Built in the Ribera de Moguer, an estuary, now silted up, of the Rio Tinto, Nifia
made the entire First Voyage, bringing Columbus safely home. She accompanied the grand fleet of the
Second Voyage to Hispaniola and Columbus selected her out of seventeen ships for his flagship on an
exploratory voyage to Cuba, and purchased a half share in her.

She was the only vessel in West Indian waters to survive the hurricane of 1495, and then brought back
the Admiral and 120 passengers to Spain in 1496. She was then chartered for an unauthorized voyage
to Rome, and was captured by a corsair when leaving the port of Cagliari, and brought to an anchor at
Cape Pula, Sardinia where she was stripped of her arms and crew. The Captain, Alonso Medel, escaped
with a few men, stole a boat, rowed back to Nifia, cut her cables and made sail.

She returned to Cadiz in time to sail for Hispaniola early in 1498, as advance guard of Columbus' Third
Voyage. She was lying in Santo Domingo in 1500, and we last heard of her making a trading voyage to
the Pearl Coast in 1501. The Nifia logged at least 25,000 miles under Columbus' command.

In 1988, an American engineer and maritime historian, John Patrick Sarsfield, began building what was
to become the first truly, historically correct replica of a 15th Century Caravel. John had discovered a
group of master shipbuilders in Bahia, Brazil who were still using design and construction techniques
dating back to the 15th Century.

It was in Valenca, Brazil, using only adzes, axes, hand saws, and chisels, in additiion to naturally-shaped
timbers from the local forest, that the Sarsfield Nifia was built.

Jonathan Nance, a British maritime historian and main researcher for the project produced a sail plan for
the ship, which represents the Nifia as she would have appeared during the eight recorded busy years of
her life following her departure from the Canary Islands in September 1492.

In December 1991, the Nifia left Brazil and sailed to Costa Rica on a 4000 mile unescorted maiden
voyage to take part in the filming of 1492. Since then, the ship has visited over 300 ports in the U.S. She
is the only 'sailing museum' which is continually 'discovering’ new ports, while giving the public an
opportunity to visit one of the greatest little

Above article excerpted from The Columbus Foundation, Tortola, British Virgin Islands website
(www.thenina.com)
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Gener al Meeti ng at
Wednesday, 25 March 2009

Good Food, Good Fun
and a Great Guest Speaker, Charlie Vaughn

from the St. Lucie River Power Squadron
Photos by P/C Ken Mazur, AP




