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For information on your 

membership with USPS 

and some real good 

benefits, visit 

www.usps.org and click 

òMember Benefits & 

Discounts.ó 

Letôs make this year 2012,  fun, 

educational and have lots of 

member participation. 
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Do you have an article of interest that you would like to see in the next 

issue of the Channel Marker? 

If so, please contact the editor before the next 

CHANNEL MARKER DEADLINE ON 

15 January 2012 

PLEASE SEND ALL ARTICLES AND INFO TO THE EDITOR: 

D/Lt Diane Di Maio, P 
dianedimaio@earthlink.net 

(772) 466-3129 

District 8 Spring Conference 

27 APRIL ï29 April. 2012 

 
Marriott-Boca Center 

5150 Town Center Circle, Boca Raton, 

FL 33486     (561) 392-4600 ) 

  (888) 888-3780  (561) 368-9223 (Fax)    
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        /ŘǊ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ .ǳŎƪΣ t 

Dear Members: 

I hope everyone had a wonderful 2011 year with family and friends. The New Year is upon us! 

I hope you all were able to take time to enjoy the holidays and relax with family and friends. 

I hope all of you will make time to join us for our annual meeting in January at  

Norrisôs - a place for ribs - in Port St Lucie.  

Involvement: 

It is time again to think about our slate of officers for the New Year; you are needed. 

No matter how small or insignificant the amount of time you think you may have to devote to help-

ing out the Port St Lucie Power Squadron - involvement is encouraged, always needed and wel-

comed. We are looking for members who want to get involved, so if you would like to serve on a 

committee or help out in anyway, please send me an email. Your help is appreciated!!!!! 

Member Input: 

If you have any suggestions, updates, or information on any subject that you feel might be of inter-

est to others and you would like to share that information, either with me or see it in the newsletter, 

please feel free to send me an email. All subjects should be directly related to safe boating fun. I 

wish everyone a happy and safe holiday season and see you next year. 

 

The following active members are nominated for election to office for 2012-2013 Squadron year. 

  

Commander  ······················································· P/D/C Malischka Dunlap, AP 

 

Executive Officer  ···························································· Lt/C Daniel Buck, P 

 

Education Officer ························································ Lt/C George Hehner, JN 

 

Administrative Officer  ··················································· D/Lt Diane Di Maio, P 

 

Secretary ········································································· Lt/C Myrna Rosen 

 

Treasurer ································································· Lt/C Stanley De Voe, AP 

  

Executive Committee Members at Large: 

 

P/C Donald Widmayer, AP Editor of Channel Marker 

P/C Mark Rosen, AP P/Lt/C Jann Widmayer, AP 

P/Lt/C Jann Widmayer, AP 

Stf/C Al Bruhin, SN 

 

  Audit Committee:                      Nominating Committee: Rules Committee 

P/C Mark Rosen, AP                  P/C Don Widmayer, AP Vacant 

 

  

*Voting will be held at the annual meeting 25 January 2012 

  

Bylaw 

Ä 11.3 If vacancies exist in the properly formulated slate of nominees at the time of the election, 

they shall be filled by nominations from the floor duly made by active members. 

 

Nominations by:                            For your approval 

P/C Don Widmayer, AP  

Don@Split-Decision.us 



     95¦/!¢Lhb b9²{  ōȅ 

         [ǘκ/ DŜƻǊƎŜ IŜƘƴŜǊΣ Wb 
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TRAGEDY OFF BOCA GRANDE PASS 

I have just read of a recent tragedy off Boca Grande Pass in Southwestern Florida, where three per-
sons were ejected from their boat. Unfortunately, as of this writing, only two were rescued and the 
third is still the object of an intensive search. Hopefully he will be found. 

It is ironic that in the world of entertainment, tragedy is always depicted along side of comedy. It 
brings to mind one of the late night talk show hosts that does a comedy segment called: ñWhat did 
you think was going to happen?ò They show individuals doing dangerous stunts who are seemingly 
surprised when the results are disastrous. We also have a common term: ña comedy of errorsò. Un-
fortunately, both of these concepts apply to the Boca Grande incident, which can only be called 
tragic. 

Two men took an eight year old child out in a seventeen foot open fishing boat. On the day the inci-
dent occurred, a cold front was passing through, small craft warnings were out, and there were 
three to four foot waves. Boca Grande Pass is a narrow choppy siphon through which Charlotte 
Harbor spills passed the Intra Coastal Waterway into the Gulf of Mexico. So, as the late show host 
always says, ñWhat did you think was going to happen?ò 

We have no way of knowing what mistakes contributed to the incident. Traveling sideways to the 
waves, anchoring off the transom, taking water from a following sea; we can only guess. We do 
know that it is not coincidental, that the two parties rescued were wearing life jackets whereas the 
man still lost did not. With all of these, we still ask: ñWhat did you think was going to happen?ò  

There is a lot involved in being a recreational boater. Some factors are very basic and as we be-
come experienced there are optional advanced learningôs in seamanship, piloting and navigation. 
But no person should ever go out on the water without first knowing these basics.  

A knowledgeable boater in such a small craft should know that: with an approaching cold front, 
check with NOAA for the weather conditions; with three to four foot waves, tell all to put on life jack-
ets; and with small craft warnings, never venture out in the first place. A knowledgeable boater 
would also know how to navigate a rough sea and motor to safety.  

Recreational boating is one of our most enjoyable pastimes, but it is also unforgiving. I have heard 
many a Captain say ñDonôt tell me to take a boating course; I have been boating for years!ò Doing 
the same things wrong or running unnecessary risks over a long period of time, does not make you 
a safe boater. Taking a United States Power SquadronsÈ Safe Boating Class does.   

These classes cover many facets of boating and include knowledge that would have prevented all 
of the mistakes contributing to the Boca Grande incident. Please learn from the mistakes of others 
and sign up for a boating class so you do not create a similar tragic incident. Watch this magazine 
for schedules of upcoming classes and take the tragedy out of boating. Boating can and should be 
fun. But only if you know what you are doing!  

To learn from the experts in the Power Squadrons, go to USPS.org for information about a local 
course or convenient two hour seminar. As its members will tell you: ñBoating is funéWeôll show 
you howò 
 
Lt. Bill Hempel,  Senior Feature Writer 
Marketing/Public relations Committee 
United States Power SquadronsÈ 

mailto:gscotten@comcast.net
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 
 
 
 

3 4 5 6 
ABC class 
Final Exam 
Southport 

7 
 

8 9 10 11      1900 

Exec Com 
Mtg 

12 13 
 
 

14  

 

15 16 17 18     19 20 21 
 
VHF/DSC  
Seminar  

22 23 24 25       1800 
 
 Annual 
Meeting 

26 
 
 
 

27 28    

29 30 31       

       

December  2011 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  ABC 
Class  South 
Port Middle 
School 

2 3  

4 5 6 7          8 9 10  0900 
ABCï MM 
Christmas 
Party 1700 

11   1300 
 
ABC 
MarineMax 

12 
 

   

 

13 
 
 

 
 
 

 

14         
 
15 16 17    

18    19 
 

20 
 

21     22 23 24 

 

25 

 
     
         

26 
                 
 
               

27 28          29 30 31 

January 2012 

Schedule of Events 

 

 *    10 DEC  2011 TIME: 0900                                                                                      

ABC Marine Max 

 

¶ 10 DEC 2011 TIME: 1700      

Christmas Party at 

George & Ursula Hehners  

Contact: Ann Boeckler        

(772)335-8011   

¶ 14 DEC 2011 Time:1900        

Executive Meeting at       

Mark and Myrna's                                                                      

* 11 JAN  2012, TIME: 

1900    Executive Meeting    

Contact Ann Boeckler                 

(772) 335-8011 

* 21 Jan 2012 
 MarineMax-VHF/DSC 
 10:00 ï12:00 
 

* 23 JAN 2012 Time: 1800      

General  Meeting        

Contact Ann Boeckler        

(772)335-8011   

* 5 Feb 2012 

 Football Party                                                                       
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LƴǘŜǊƛƳ  
tκ5κ/ aŀƭƛǎŎƘƪŀ 5ǳƴƭŀǇΣ !t 

{ǳōƧŜŎǘΥ hwLhb !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜǎ tǊƻŘǳŎǘ wŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ wŜŎŀƭƭŜŘ IŀƴŘ [ŀǳƴŎƘ !ŜǊƛŀƭ {ƛƎƴŀƭǎ 
aŜǎǎŀƎŜΥ ά  
CǊƻƳ 5ŜŎ у нлмм ƛƴ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘǎ ōȅ 5ŜōƻǊŀƘ .ŀŎƘ 
hǊƛƻƴ {ŀŦŜǘȅ tǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ Ƙŀǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŀ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƘŀƴŘ-ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎΣ 
ŎƛǝƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ƛƎƴƛǘŜΦ 
¢ƘŜ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƻƭŘŜǊ hǊƛƻƴ ·[¢ ŀƴŘ мн-ƎŀǳƎŜ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ !.{ ǇƭŀǎǝŎΦ ·[¢ǎ 
ŀǊŜ ǎŜƭŦ-ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘΣ ƘŀƴŘ-ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ мн-ƎŀǳƎŜ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ǉƛǎǘƻƭ-ǎǘȅƭŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ ǎƘŜƭƭΦ 
Lƴ нллуΣ hǊƛƻƴ ǎǿƛǘŎƘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ !.{ ǘƻ ǊŜŘ-ŎƻƭƻǊŜŘΣ Ǝƭŀǎǎ-ŬƭƭŜŘ ǇƻƭȅŜǘƘȅƭŜƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ 
ōŜǧŜǊ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ŘǳǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƳƻƛǎǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ·[¢ǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǎŜŘ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ !.{ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ǘǳōŜ ōƻŘȅ ŜȄǇƛǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ мн-ƛƴŎƘ ƎŀǳƎŜ ǎƘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ 
!.{ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ ŜȄǇƛǊŜ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлмнΦ 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ·[¢ ǎƛƎƴŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ǘǳōŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƛǊŀǝƻƴ ŘŀǘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ bƻπ
ǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмм ŀƴŘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлммΣ ƻǊ ŀƴ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ мн-ƎŀǳƎŜ ǎƘŜƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƛǊŀǝƻƴ ŘŀǘŜ ōŜπ
ǘǿŜŜƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмм ŀƴŘ aŀǊŎƘ нлмнΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ŦǊŜŜΣ ŦƻǳǊ-ǇŀŎƪ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜπ
ƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ ƴƻ ŎƻǎǘΦ  
¢ƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇŀŎƪΣ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ōȅ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƻ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎŜǊǾπ
ƛŎŜϪƻǊƛƻƴǎƛƎƴŀƭǎΦŎƻƳΣ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ά{LDb![ w9t[!/9a9b¢Σέ ƻǊ ōȅ Ƴŀƛƭ ǘƻ hǊƛƻƴ {ŀŦŜǘȅ tǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΣ 
!ǧƴΦ {ƛƎƴŀƭ wŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ tΦhΦ .ƻȄ млптΣ 9ŀǎǘƻƴΣ a5Σ нмслмΥ 
¶ bŀƳŜ 
¶ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ 
¶ 5ŀȅǝƳŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 
¶ {ƛƎƴŀƭ ǉǳŀƴǝǘȅ 
¶ [ƻǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 
¶ 9ȄǇƛǊŀǝƻƴ ŘŀǘŜ 
/ǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎΣ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƛǊŀǝƻƴ 
ŘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦ 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǎƘƛǇ ŀƴȅ ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ hǊƛƻƴΦ 
wŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇŀŎƪǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ tΦhΦ .ƻȄΦ 
{ŜŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ hwLhb !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ tƘƻǘƻǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴπ
ŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀǘ ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦōƻŀǘǳǎΦŎƻƳκŀǎǎŜǘǎκǇŘŦκƻǊƛƻƴǎƛƎƴŀƭǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘΦǇŘŦ -  

.Ŝǎǘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎΣ 
¢ƘŜ {ŀƛƭ!ƴƎƭŜ ¢ŜŀƳ 

http://threesheetsnw.com/blog/category/currents/
http://threesheetsnw.com/members/deborahbach/
mailto:customerservice@orionsignals.com
mailto:customerservice@orionsignals.com
http://www.boatus.com/assets/pdf/orionsignalreplacement.pdf
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERôS REPORT 

D/Lt Diane Di Maio, P 

 

Wishing you all a great holiday. 

 

 

 

I took a course called ñWomen on the Waterò at Marine Max a couple weeks ago, It 

was really fun. Four girls, myself and our instructor  went out on the water, started, 

stopped, backed up, and docked a demonstration  boat.  It was a very windy day 

but we all passed with flying colors.  I would definitely recommend it. 

 

It has been a great year, and hopefully next year will be even better, we need to 

have  more member involvement so we can hold more classes, seminars, and have 

fun activities.   

 

The Christmas Party at George and Ursula Hehners home was lots of fun, we ate, 

drank, exchanged gifts, just had a good old time.    

 

The ABC classes have been going full swing being presented at Marine Max and 

South Port Middle School.  Lots of new boaters.   
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Out for a wonderful sunny day on George and Ursula 

Hehners Boat. 

 

George and  Ursula Hehner, Norm Schaffner,  Gail Bird, Dan  

Buck, and Diane Di Maio. 
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